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15 May you be blessed by the LORD, 

the Maker of heaven and earth. 
16 The highest heavens belong to the LORD, 

but the earth he has given to mankind. 

Psalm 115:15-16



15 Look down from heaven, your holy dwelling place, 

and bless your people Israel and the land you have given us 

as you promised on oath to our ancestors, a land flowing 

with milk and honey.

Deuteronomy 26:15



27 “But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the 

highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this 

temple I have built! 

1 Kings 8:27 



11 As they were walking along and talking together, 

suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and 

separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a 

whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! 

My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha 

saw him no more. Then he took hold of his garment and tore 

it in two. 

2 Kings 2:11–12



19 Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: 

I saw the LORD sitting on his throne with all the multitudes of 

heaven standing around him on his right and on his left. 

1 Kings 22:19 (cf. 2 Chron. 18.18)



53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at 

once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 

Matthew 26:53



3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every 

spiritual blessing in Christ. 

Ephesians 1:3



6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in 

the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus

Ephesians 2:6



18 For, as I have often told you before and now tell you 

again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of 

Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their 

stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on 

earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. 

And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring 

everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies 

so that they will be like his glorious body. 

Philippians 3:18–21



9 “This, then, is how you should pray: 

“ ‘Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
10 your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Matthew 6:9–10



20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 

Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power 

that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his 
glorious body. 

Philippians 3:20–21 



50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot 

inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 

imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, 

but we will all be changed—52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, 

at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be 

raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable 

must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the 

imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is 

written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 

1 Corinthians 15:50–54 



21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to 

go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. 

Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between 

the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 

better by far; 

Philippians 1:21–23 



1 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”  for the first 

heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was 

no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

beautifully dressed for her husband. 

Revelation 21:1–2 



3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! 

God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will 

dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself 

will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every 

tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’  or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 

passed away.” 
5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making 

everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these 

words are trustworthy and true.” 

Revelation 21:3-5 



17 “See, I will create 

new heavens and a new earth. 

The former things will not be remembered, 

nor will they come to mind. 
18 But be glad and rejoice forever 

in what I will create, 

for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight 

and its people a joy. 
19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem 

and take delight in my people; 

Isaiah 65:17–25



the sound of weeping and of crying 

will be heard in it no more. 
20 “Never again will there be in it 

an infant who lives but a few days, 

or an old man who does not live out his years; 

the one who dies at a hundred 

will be thought a mere child; 

the one who fails to reach a hundred 

will be considered accursed. 

Isaiah 65:17–25



21 They will build houses and dwell in them; 

they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22 No longer will they build houses and others live in them, 

or plant and others eat. 

For as the days of a tree, 

so will be the days of my people; 

my chosen ones will long enjoy 

the work of their hands. 
23 They will not labor in vain, 

nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune; 

Isaiah 65:17–25



for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, 

they and their descendants with them. 
24 Before they call I will answer; 

while they are still speaking I will hear. 
25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, 

and the lion will eat straw like the ox, 

and dust will be the serpent’s food. 

They will neither harm nor destroy 

on all my holy mountain,” 

says the LORD. 

Isaiah 65:17–25



If we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the 
staggering nature of the rewards promised in the gospels, it would 
seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak.  
We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex 
and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child 
who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot 
imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.  
We are far too easily pleased.

C.S. Lewis – The Weight of Glory (p.26)


